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SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER 

WALKING TOUR OF NEWQUAY  

Towan Head Pumping Station, Stephen Taylor of Form Design 

(1998) 

 

Built in 1998 for South West Water by a partnership of Alfred McAlpine, Purac Ltd, Babtie 

Consulting Engineers and South West Water.  

 

Then we will walk the length of Fistral Beach via the coastal path or beach passing the magnificent 

Headland Hotel (Silvanus Trevail, 1892).  

Next to the hotel is a holiday village by David Judson of Workhouse Design (1999). The 

Buildings of England: Cornwall (2014) notes: 'A most skilful and accomplished contemporary 

interpretation of Cornish vernacular on a very exposed site with high quality detailing and 

landscaping’.  

 



Baker’s Folly, Lewennick Cove, possibly Frederick and Colin Drewitt 

(1910-27) 

 

This house is locally-known as ‘Baker’s Folly’ as it was seemingly built on the wrong (north) 

side of the headland. Locals couldn’t understand why someone would build a house that 

bore the brunt of the Atlantic Ocean and saw very little sun. 

It was built for Frederick Baker, the brother of George and Jim who set up GP and J Baker, 

the Rolls Royce of the fabric-printing world during the C20. Frederick bought the plot of 

land on the east Pentire headland in 1910 and slowly began developing it as a place to 

entertain prospective clients, starting (unusually) with the terrace and swimming pool. In 

1911 the then Prince of Wales and Prince Albert visited. The original ochre-coloured stone 

finish was imported from Italy and Italian builders were used for its construction - at great 

cost. It is rumoured that he ran out of money and was unable to resume working on the 

house until after the First World War, completing it in 1927.  

The terraced palatial house featured a seawater swimming pool and changing rooms. In 

recent years it was converted into private units consisting of three apartments, a tower and 

a cottage.  

 

 

 



Red Rails, 30 Pentire Avenue, unknown architect (1930s) 

 

Red Rails featured on George Clarke’s ‘Old House, New Home’ on Channel 4. It was 

restored in 2017 with period banded windows to the front elevation sympathetic to its 

original design. It was originally called Red Rails as it was dressed with red rails on the roof.   

 

Quesnelle, Trethellan Hill, Cowell Drewitt & Wheatley (1954) 

 

Built for Mr & Mrs Atkinson in 1954. Although it is post-war, the design harks back to the 

interwar period. The house is still in same family and is largely original with a single-storey 

sunroom added to the back of the garage in the 1980s. Originally the house had yellow-

painted Crittall ‘Homelight’ windows but these were replaced with hardwood windows in 

the 1980s.  



Newquay Library, FK Hicklin (1962) 

The interior has been altered and is not a patch on the original. The staircase still remains 

but is partly covered. All of the bookcases have been replaced and the whole interior is very 

white, only broken up by the light-wood replacement bookshelves.  

The library was opened by Sir John Betjeman on 25 October 1962.  

 

 

 



Tregunnel Hill, Duchy of Cornwall Development by Hugh Petter and 
others (2012-18) 

A mixed-use neighbourhood on Duchy-owned land on the south-western edge of Newquay 

town centre. It comprises 174 homes. Work on the 4.4 hectare site started in 2012 and was 

recently finished.  The Tregunnel Hill scheme was built by Dorset-based CG Fry & Son and 

Morrish Builders, who have worked with the Duchy of Cornwall on its Poundbury 

development at Dorchester for more than 20 years.  

 

St John Ambulance Brigade station, St Michael’s Road (c.1936) 

 

Still used by the St John Ambulance Brigade by both their volunteers and training teams. 



St Michaels Church & Tower, Sir Ninian Comper (1909-11); tower 

added by Sebastian Comper (1961). Listed  Grade II*.  

 

An early C20 reinterpretation of Cornish Perpendicular by Sir Ninian Comper, and noted as 

the C20s’s most significant contribution to Newquay. It is of Pentewan stone with granite 

dressings, and the interior is embellished with Polyphant stone. The nave and chancel are in 

one, with north and south aisles, each with a porch, and a tower to the south west. 

Following a disastrous fire in 1993, Richard Church was involved in major restoration and 

conservation works.  

 



United Reform Church, 1926-7.  

 

The original church on this site was destroyed by fire in 1924. Construction of the current 

church commenced in 1926 and it was officially opened in 1927. 

An extract from The Buildings of England: Cornwall (2014):  ‘Quiet Gothic front to Bank 

Street, nicely modulated between granite pilasters and unusual local stone walls rising to a 3 

storeyed corner tower. More modest elevation with yellow brick dressings to the 

Crescent’. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Victoria Parade Buildings, Gordon Hoyle for Cowell Drewitt & 

Wheatley under Charles Dart (1960) 

 

On a prominent corner of the town beside a row of Edwardian buildings and opposite the 

Victoria Hotel. According to Andrew Dart whose father Charles took over the CDW 

practice in Newquay, this was designed by a young architect, Gordon Hoyle, who was up to 

speed with post-war design. 

 

Great Western Hotel (C19, remodelled in the 19 30s and 70s) 

 

Purpose-built as a hotel by Silvanus Trevail (his third in the town), but totally remodelled in 

the 1930s and 1970s. It was extensively renovated in the Noughties and virtually nothing of 

the original interior remains. In the reception area Tamara De Lempicka pictures adorn the 

walls but sadly not original. The remodelled front elevation remains original to the 

remodelling, with the exception of the Steam part which was extended in the Noughties. 



Bristol Hotel, remodelled and extended by builders John Knox Hine 

(1933) 

 

  

In the Young family since 1927, the ballroom has four large, etched deco mirrors and a 

recessed curved ceiling. The staircase has original chevron Crittall windows on every floor. 

The foyer has stepped architraves which although not original are in-keeping. Original 

fireplaces are also present. 

 

 

  



SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER 

NEWQUAY & THE NORTH COAST BY BUS 

Former Hawkey’s Garage & Petrol Station, T Henwood, builders FC 

West (1933)

 

Former filling station 

 

Former garage 

The Hawkey family ran a coach touring company in the Town and what is now the ‘Market’ 

is where they garaged their coaches. The long building fronting onto Henver Road was a 

petrol station. 

The owner thinks that the architect was T Henwood. TL Henwood worked for Cowell 

Drewitt & Wheatley as a surveyor from an unknown date; he was with them when the 

practice was taken over in Newquay by Charles Dart in 1959, still using their name. 

 



Drury’s Pharmacy and parade of 1930s shops 

 

An effort has been made to replicate what would have been Crittall windows in part.  

 

Row of shops, Alec Wells, Luxon builders 

(1962) 

The shops are still owned by Luxon and mostly have 

original entrances with crazy-paving effect set in 

concrete on the floor and wall, and the doors have large 

round concave door handles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



108/a Henver Road, late 1930s 

 

A pair of asymmetric semi-detached houses. Although the windows have been changed the 

houses are largely unaltered. 

 

The White House, Well Way (1935) 

 

Built for the son of a wealthy Cornish family, high-society parties were held here in its early 

years. In 2004 the property was remodelled and restored sympathetically with period 

fireplaces, aluminium windows and reinstating the front door to its original place. 

 

 



The Sea House, Porth, The Bazeley Partnership; builders Ryearch 

Limited (2010) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The architects designed the three mono-pitched slate roof elements to have the appearance 

of smaller structures, enabling the building mass to sit comfortably on its site, overlooking 

Porth beach. A spiral staircase sweeps down into the main living space opening the room 

out to sea-facing views.   

 

Four contemporary houses at Lusty Glaze, AR Design Studio (5) 

(2015) 

 

AR Design Studio, established in 2001, is a design-focused architectural practice based in 

Winchester. AR Design Studio’s Director Andy Ramus was born in London and trained at 

Plymouth School of Architecture under Professor Adrian Gale. In 2000 he completed his 

education at the AA in London. In 2001, after 5 years working in London, he established his 

own practice. 

 

 



Newquay Police Station and Magistrates Court 

Alan Groves/Norman Robson Smith/John Boaz (1973) 

Builders C.E. Christian Ltd, Newquay 

 

Opened on 22 September 1973 by Lord Hailsham, the three storey police station consists of 

exposed reinforced-concrete frames and external wall cladding of light-grey facing bricks. A 

second storey linkway leads to the four-storey hostel block. The main entrance into the 

police station is via a walkway. Shuttered concrete with a woodgrain texture on the 

horizontal banding that expresses the building at each floor level and on the stairway that 

leads into the sunken courtyard car park. The single storey Magistrates Court which (now 

an Adult Education Centre) was constructed with walls in a contrasting brick. It originally 

housed two courtrooms. All the buildings have metal decked flat roofs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Columb Minor 

Rialton Heights, Fielden & Mawson (1974) 
 

 
 

 

 

The scheme was given a award for good design in housing in 1978 in the category of public 

sector scheme of one or two more dwellings.  

 

An extract from The Buildings of England: Cornwall (2014):  

 

'On a wedge shaped plot of land east of the church, an exemplary housing scheme for the 

elderly, one of the few post war local authority schemes of note in Cornwall. The ingenious 

layout exploits the difficulties of the site to great effect, arranging the development around a 

pedestrian street that points to the church tower in one direction and the open countryside 

in the other. The houses, of varied scale and originally clad in forticrete, are close on both 

sides of the street but relieved by openings off to small parking courts and a road behind: 

the latter area has a very open character with gardens and ample landscaping. Despite some 

attrition of the detailing, the clarity of the design has stood the test of time well.' 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Quintrell Downs 

Nansledan, Hugh Petter & others  

 

An on-going project, Nansledan is a 540-acre 

extension to Newquay town. It is being led by the Duchy of Cornwall and over the next few 

decades it will evolve into a community of more than 4,000 homes with its own high street, 

supermarket, church, primary school and public spaces. 

Aviation Museum 

 

Set amongst the massive, looming silhouettes of a complex of ex-RAF HAS (Hardened 

Aircraft Shelter) buildings built towards the end of the cold war period. They were 

designated as a forward operating base for the Buccaneer Maritime Strike force. They were 

later used by various aircraft on exercise such as Typhoons, Jaguars, F16s and finally, in 

2008, the last two types to use the HAS site were Harriers and Tornados.  

 

 

 

http://duchyofcornwall.org/


Trevose 

Polventon, Crowe & Careless (1936). Listed Grade II 

 

A holiday home built for Rick Stein’s father. Built on a steel frame, on a cliff top with a sharp 

fall to the south. Remodelled in 1992 by Amanda Le Page of Gilmore Hankey Kirk by adding 

a full length glass and steel staircase turret and a new wing which enhanced the original 

building. The remodelling won the Cornish Buildings Group annual award the same year. 

 



Mother Ivey’s Bay 

RNLI Station, Poynton, Bradbury, Wynter & Cole (1996) 
Contractor Nuttall John Martin 

 

As part of the regeneration of the dated 1960s lifeboat station at Padstow, the RNLI 

decided to build a new state-of-the-art lifeboat station directly adjacent to the existing 

boathouse. The building was a winner of four awards including the overall national winner of 

the British Construction Industry Civil Engineering award. Construction was carried out at 

sea via jack-up rig and barge. A cliff hoist and access bridge enables casualties to be 

evacuated avoiding steps.  

 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

www.C20sw.co.uk 

https://c20society.org.uk/  
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